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Summer is rapidly approaching as
the warmer temperatures arrive and the school year is
winding down, thoughts of summer vacation trips and
opportunities to unwind and take a break are on
everyone’s mind. Weekend trips to the beach, the lake
or the mountains, going to see family and getting a
change of scenery are wonderful things for our families
to enjoy together. I really hope and pray your time off
and away will be a refreshing encouragement to you. As
the lead under-shepherd God has placed here at
Calvary, I have some encouragement for you as we
head into the summer months.

First of all, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, the very Son
of God, set an example for His followers after seasons
of intense ministry, took time off to refresh and spend
time by Himself or with His disciples. Jesus understood
the rigors of ministry, He understood the reality that
serving and investing in others is fulfilling and
rewarding, but it is exhausting work. Jesus also
understood that life and ministry is a marathon and not
a sprint. So to keep from burning out, Jesus regularly
took time out to rest and to pray. For all of you who
faithfully serve and labor for the Lord here at Calvary,
let me encourage you that if the Son of God needed to
rest and recharge, you and I most certainly do as well.
God has built in a Sabbath Day of rest every seven
days, so I encourage you to rest. When Jesus rested, He
didn’t take a break from God, He went places to pray
and reconnect with His Father. You should too, go
check out that church near where you are vacationing.
Bring me a bulletin because I like to see what other
churches are up to.

Secondly, I want to encourage you to plan ahead. It is
important that if you have a Sunday responsibility and
you are going to be out of town, make sure you have
your responsibilities covered in your absence. That
should be understood but sometimes it is not and when
the summer breeze blows, the beach calls and off
people go, so excited to go, but they forget their

responsibilities. On more than one occasion I have
walked ~ through our children’s or preschool
departments on a Sunday in the summer and the
volunteers are scrambling because people who were
scheduled to work did not show up or make provision
for their absence. Communicate and plan ahead if you
are going to be absent.

This brings me to my third encouragement that many
people don’t stop to realize. While you take a vacation
and head out of town, your church is open 52 Sundays
a year except this year we actually have 53 Sundays of
ministry. People forget that our expenses continue even
through the summer and many churches struggle
during the summer months because giving declines. I
know people don’t intend for that to happen, but in the
hubbub and bustle to get loaded up and get out of
Dodge, the tithe and offering is often forgotten. When
I’'m travelling, I plan my bill paying with my bank and I
schedule out the payments that need to be made and I
include Calvary in that process so I know my tithe and
offering comes to God’s storehouse. Again, it’s a
simple matter of planning ahead so let me encourage
you make sure you don’t forget your tithes and
offerings. I’d also caution you in these tough economic
times not to take the money that belongs to the Lord to
spend on your vacation. He will not bless that time of
recreation if you rob from Him.

Fourth, for too many years, we’ve have slogged it out
through the summer with a grueling schedule of activity
in the summer that included trying to have services on
Wednesday evenings. As a staff, we’re challenging our
leaders and ministries to have an intentional purpose
for all we do. We've found that our Summer
Wednesday schedule does not have the impact or reach
the intended purpose. We made a recommendation at
our last church in conference that was approved; that
we cancel our Wednesday evening schedule for the
summer except that choir and praise team will practice
on Wednesday evenings. What we’re proposing instead
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Sunday’s Record
Sunday School Attendance
04/29-322 & 05/06-271

Worship Attendance
04/29 — 439 (8:30-177 & 11-262)
05/06 — 343 (8:30-178 & 11-165)

Wednesday'’s Record
04/25-124 & 05/02-129

Care Night Food Ministry Meals Served
04/23-118 & 04/30-205

Stewardship Report
As of 05/06/12

Weekly Budget Offering Needed $ 18,338.00
Budget Offering Needed To Date $348,422.00
Budget Offering Rec’d To Date $348,025.22

A Change for the Best

g When Zacchaeus came to know the
HOILILY TLord he became a changed man. He

g turned from grasping to giving. He said
TOGOD to the Lord, “Bebold, Lord, half of my
possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone

of anything, 1 will give back four times as much.””  And

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house

because he, too, is a son of Abraham™
(Luke 19:8-9).

In this Scripture one result of salvation is made
forcefully clear. Salvation radically changes our attitude
toward the use of possessions, including money. Does
the level of our giving witness to others that we are
children of God? Does it demonstrate the compassion

of God for all persons created in His image?

—copied

Upcoming Lord’s Supper
Schedule

Sunday, June 3 — 8:30 & 11am

4

Deacon Nominations

This is the time of year that we nominate deacons.
Deacons are to be servants who are available to assist
the pastor and congregation. Please look about and
prayerfully consider the men that God would lay on
your heart to nominate. Nominations will be received
through May 27. Contact Jeff Harris, Chairman of
Deacons at 410-638-0217 or the church office if you
would like to nominate an individual.

Vacation Bible School
Save this Date!
July 16-20  6-8:30pm

Amazing Wonders VBS will be held this year July 16-
20. Registration has now begun online at
www.calvarybelair.com.

Save this date and watch for more details as we plan to
encounter God’s Awesome Powet!

Home Projects Ministry Team

74 Is the Lord calling you to serve but you
don’t know where? Do you have a unique
skill/gift hat you want to share? We might
have just the place where you can serve and help your
brothers and sisters in a time of need.

Our Deacons are looking for willing workers to serve
on a “Home Projects Ministry Team.” If you can
swing a hammer, turn a screw-driver, dig a hole, paint,
push a broom, or any other manual task you can think
of, we need you.

Sometimes members have a household project need,
they cannot meet for some reason. We as the body of
Christ are called to meet that need.

If you are called to this ministry, call or email Dave
Hartman with your name, skill(s), and availability.
Phone: 410-838-4011 (Home) or 410-491-0517 (Cell).
Email: dhartman32@verizon.net (Home), or
dhartman4@bcps.org (Work). Age and gender are not

battiers to setrvice.
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Deacon of the Week
05/13-05/19 David Judy 410-838-4552
05/20-05/26 Rick Gebhardt 410-836-7790
05/27-06/02 David Rea 410-569-3070
06/03-06/09 Don Bosserman 410-836-9066

Visitation Breakfast

g@ June 11
Ao é&, (Breakfast for May 28 cancelled)

) e_;,‘.:

Join others for breakfast at Bob
Evans followed by a time of visitation to shut-ins and
those in the hospital.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
May 19, 8:30AM
Greek Village Restaurant
All men are invited to attend.

@ Triple R Mondays
June 11, 6:30pm

I‘Qt‘dc_ll Your
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Notes of Appreciation

Notes of appreciation have been received from Don
Combs & Tina Strong. These notes can be found in
the church office.

(Continued from the front)

is what we are calling “Super Summer of Service”. We’d like
to see families and Bible Study classes take on a servant
evangelism project during the summer. It doesn’t have to
happen on Wednesday or take place every week. We need to
move church beyond the walls to engage our community
and show God’s love in a practical way. These projects are
fun and the only limitations are the extent of your
imaginations. Here are some ideas to help stir the creative
juices:
e We'll have access to a list of people who’ve recently
moved to a 3.5 mile radius around Calvary. Put together
a “welcome bag” with an area map, coupons to local
restaurants (your favorite places) or things to do, some
fresh baked goods and deliver this to the new family.
Invite them to come to church with you. The church
will supply the bags, maps and you all can organize
putting the bag together and the delivery team. This is
so effective! When we first moved to North Carolina to
go to seminary, within a day, we’d met all our neighbors
who brought pies or veggies from their garden and at

e least three of them invited us to their church. We have a
mailing going to these homes and the list will be
available the week of June 18t.

e Tamilies with young children can schedule a play night
in Shamrock Park behind the chutrch. The church will
provide juice boxes, water and wrapped snacks. Your
family goes to play and offers others free juice or water
and a snack. It opens up conversations and an easy
opportunity to invite them to VBS July 16-20. You’ll be
shocked at how simple and effective this will be!

e Bible Study classes could offer a free car wash to show
God’s love in a practical way. Be creative to the location
it’s hosted and we’ll pay for the water for the business
owner and the supplies to wash cars. Talk with people
while their car is being washed. They are shocked it’s
free and very open to talk about spiritual matters. We’ll
provide an invite card or brochure about Calvary.

e Goodie baskets for our police or fire departments are
always a hit. Tell them their neighbors at Calvary
appreciate them and we want to care for them and their
families.

e Feed parking meters during the day downtown or at the
parking garage and put a card on the windshield telling
them Calvary is showing God’s love in a practical way.
We'll provide the cards and the quarters.

These are just a few ideas and there are many more you
could do to take the church to the streets. Find a need in our
community and fill it. Our plan is to have a big picnic at the
end of the summer to give you a chance to share what God
did with these simple service projects. The impact of this for
the Kingdom of God will be profound and there will be
people who go to Heaven because you cared enough to
engage in Super Summer of Service! Pastor Mike will be
coordinating this effort so let us know what you’re doing so
we can help you make your project a successful endeavor.
Sure there may be things we try and fail at it, but that’s okay
because you never know unless you try!

Finally, be in prayer for these projects that people will see
and hear about Jesus in our service and come to trust Him
by faith. Pray for our Maine Mission team at the end of
June, our youth going to Philadelphia on mission at the end
of June, our senior youth headed to Haiti on mission in July,
our 4t of July musical and our VBS in mid July. All of these
are great opportunities to see people come to Christ, not to
mention our weekend worship services that happen every
Sunday. Rest, refocus, renew your spirit, but let’s make
Summer 2012 a “Super Summer of Service” that expands
God’s kingdom. I’'m looking forward to some rest and
refocus time, but also a super summer of service from my

little corner of the world to yours...



Graduate Recognition Sunday
May 27 — 8:30 & 11AM

On Sunday, May 27 at both worship services, we will be
recognizing our 2012 graduates. If you have or will be

graduating from High School or College this year, contact
the church office,

%WWWM 410-838-6080 or Wally
é : ’ Yocum to let us know. and
/ )
./, " we will be sure to include you

in the recognition.




